      Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #38
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Arletta Thomas, (Holy Spirit Hosp.); *Gerry Hile Family; *Paul Lentz, (Hershey Med. Center, ICU); *Toni Carren, (Carol Fetterhoff’s 
friend); Dave Novinger; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Sophia/Ben/Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Stan/Loretta Brown; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Glen Hale; Kenny Baker; Shirley Seiler; Betty Feger; Jen Sung;  J. S. Miller; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn & Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop;  Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders & Family; Baby Caleb Welcomer; Lynda Comfort Homet
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                               September 25, 2022
     Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard
         Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                              Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
September 25, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Dave Novinger                                 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    

L:  Let all who would follow Christ gather in worship and praise.
P:  Let our hearts sing praises to God for all of the ways we are blessed.
L:  Yet let us also see and hear those in need around us, and let us help.
P:  For we are not called just to seek and receive blessings from God,
L:   But to be God’s blessings to all in need of a healing word today.
      ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!

      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 

*Hymn - “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”     Page 21          
*Invocation  (In Unison)                                                                        
Almighty God, you who are the source of all truth, wisdom, justice and love, lead us through this day of worship to you.  By the power of your Holy Spirit open our eyes, ears, hearts, and our very lives to your presence so that today we may worship and serve you in faithfulness.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
      Psalm: Psalm 146:1-10  (Responsively)  (See Insert) 
      New Testament:  1Timothy 2:1-7            (See Insert)  Gerry Wiest           
Hymn -      “Open My Eyes That I May See”          Page 381                                    
Sermon Script. *Gospel:  Luke 16:19-31  (See Insert) Rachael Bryson 
Message:        “Did You Miss Lazarus?”
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -           “Let Your Heart Be Broken”            Page 315
*Benediction                                                        
Go forth to serve in the strength, love, and presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

  L:  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            
 P:  Response: “And also with you.”                               
 L:   “Go now in peace.”                                                  
      *Extinguishing of candles



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 25th the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to the Family of Gerry Hile who went to be with the Lord on September 17. We pray God surrounds this family with His loving presence, comfort and peace.
                     CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
Sept. 25 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct.    2 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

             Organist - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday October 11, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Potpie, Green beans, Fruit salad, Dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals to be reserved by Thurs. Oct. 6th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers. 
LAY READERS: Sept. 25 - Gerry Wiest, Rachael Bryson; Oct. 2 - Leon Shaffer, Doris Hand; Oct. 9 - Norine Goss, Ed Dobbin. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Sept. 25 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Oct. 2 - Donna Novinger; Oct. 9 - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.) You can also designate Mission Offering to go to “Community meals” if you wish.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Sept. 18 was 33. 
Face book views for Sept. 18 as of Sept. 21 were 34.
Face Book views for Sept. 11 as of Sept. 21 were 47.

1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 146:1-10 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Praise the Lord!
Let all that I am praise the Lord.
2   I will praise the Lord as long as I live.
    I will sing praises to my God with my dying breath.
3 Don’t put your confidence in powerful people;
    there is no help for you there.
4 When they breathe their last, they return to the earth,
    and all their plans die with them.
5 But joyful are those who have the God of Israel as their helper,
    whose hope is in the Lord their God.
6 He made heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them.
    He keeps every promise forever.
7 He gives justice to the oppressed and food to the hungry.
The Lord frees the prisoners.
8     The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are weighed down.
    The Lord loves the godly.
9 The Lord protects the foreigners among us.
    He cares for the orphans and widows,
    but he frustrates the plans of the wicked.
10 The Lord will reign forever.
    He will be your God, O Jerusalem, throughout the generations. Praise the Lord!
2ND Reading - New Testament - 1 Timothy 2:1-7   (NLT)
2 I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them. 2 Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and dignity. 3 This is good and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. 5 For, There is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. 6 He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right time.

7 And I have been chosen as a preacher and apostle to teach the Gentiles this message about faith and truth. I’m not exaggerating —just telling the truth.
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 16:19-31 (NLT)
19 Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores. 22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and he went to the place of the dead.

There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side. 24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’
25 “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’
27 “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my father’s home. 28 For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of torment.’ 29 “But
Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.’ 30 “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’ 31 “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1st Hymn: “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”
(Pg. 16 Red Hymnal)
Adrianus Valerius | Eduard Kremser | Julia Bulkley Cady Cory   Public Domain
CCLI Song # 101771  CLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  We praise Thee O God
Our redeemer creator
In grateful devotion
Our tribute we bring
We lay it before Thee
We kneel and adore Thee
We bless Thy holy name
Glad praises we sing
Verse 2   We worship Thee
God of our fathers
We bless Thee
Thru life's storm and tempest
Our guide hast Thou been
When perils o'ertake us
Escape Thou wilt make us
And with Thy help O Lord
Our battles we win
Verse 3    With voices united
Our praises we offer
To Thee great Jehovah
Glad anthems we raise
Thy strong arm will guide us
Our God is beside us
To Thee our great redeemer
Forever be praise
Link for “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer” (Pg. 16)

      https://youtu.be/nXHmt85mbcQ?t=1 
      https://youtu.be/InyU6lPSIYk?t=1 
Hymn story of hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken”: (Pg. 315)

“Let Your Heart Be Broken” is a beautiful hymn. It is well known to Covenant churches. 

    The hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken” was written by Bryan Jeffrey Leech who was born in Middlesex, England in 1931. He came to the United States in 1955 and studied at Barrington College and North Park Seminary. He was ordained in 1961 and served in the Covenant Church. He composed more than 500 songs. Jeffrey Leech went home to the Lord on July 2, 2015.
   Anyone who has sung from a Covenant Hymnal in the last 40 years quite likely sang songs written by Covenant minister Bryan Jeffery Leech, He ministered at Covenant congregations in Boston, Massachusetts; Montclair, New Jersey; as well as in San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Oakland, California. He was named pastor emeritus at First Covenant Church in Oakland. He did not recognize his talent for writing hymns until his mid-thirties. He went on to compose more than 500 songs, hymns, anthems, and cantatas. 
    Leech did not begin writing hymns until his mid-thirties, and he went on to compose more than five hundred hymns, songs, anthems, and cantatas.  
    The music for “Let Your Heart Be Broken” was written by James Mountain (1844-1933). Mountain attended Gainford Academy near Darlington, Rotherham College, Nottingham Institute, and Cheshunt College. He then became pastor at Great Marlow, Buckinghamshire. Leaving the clerical field due to ill health, he conducted evangelism campaigns in Britain (1874-1882) and worldwide (1881-1889). 

2nd Hymn: “Open My Eyes That I May See” (Page 381 Red hymnal)
Clara H. Fiske Scott  Public Domain      SCOTT

CCLI Song # 2828718CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Open my eyes that I may see
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp and set me free      Chorus
Chorus    Silently now I wait for Thee
Ready my God Thy will to see
Open my eyes illumine me
Spirit divine
Verse 2   Open my ears that I may hear
Voices of truth Thou sendest clear
And while the wave notes fall on my ear
Everything false will disappear            Chorus
Verse 3   Open my mouth and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere
Open my heart and let me prepare
Love with Thy children thus to share   Chorus
Link for hymn: “Open My Eyes, That I May See”  Pg 381

https://youtu.be/tO87dwn-_lQ?t=2 

https://youtu.be/71jExPuxRBY 
     CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!         

Hello Crafters! We are looking for vendors for our Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday December 3, 2022 from 9:00AM to 3:00PM!

  If you are interested in having a table (or more), please respond using the form found on Valleys Face book Page.

     Once you fill out the form, a contract will be mailed or emailed to you that you will need to sign and send back to Valleys, along with your deposit by November 21, 2022.

    This event will be held indoors and spaces are limited, however we do currently have 10+ spaces available. If you have any questions, feel free to message the church’s Face book page or email  campbellsgoats@gmail.com 
3rd Hymn: “Let Your Heart Be Broken” (Pg. 315 Red Hymnal)

Text: Bryan Jeffrey Leech        (WYE VALLEY (abridged)

Music: James Mountain

Words copyright © 1976 by THE EVANGELICAL COVANNT CHURCH  

Used by Permission.

Verse 1  Let your heart be broken For a world in need-- 
Feed the mouths that hunger, Soothe the wounds that bleed, 
Give the cup of water And the loaf of bread-- 
Be the hands of Jesus, Serving in His stead.

Verse 2   Here on earth applying Principles of love-- 
Visible expression God still rules above, 
Living illustration Of the Living Word 
To the minds of all who’ve Never seen and heard.

Verse 3    Blest to be a blessing, Privileged to care, 
Challenged by the need Apparent ev-‘ry where, 
Where mankind is wanting Fill the vacant place, 
Be the means thru which the Lord reveals His grace.

Verse 4    Add to your believing Deeds that prove it true-- Knowing Christ as Savior, Make Him master too: 
Follow in His footsteps, Go where He has trod, 
In the world’s great trouble Risk yourself for God.

Verse 5   Let your heart be tender And your vision clear-- 
See mankind as God sees, Serve Him far and near; 
Let your heart be broken By a brother’s pain, 
Share your rich resources-- Give and give again.
Link to Hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken”
https://youtu.be/0ID5gkCFr-8?t=3   
https://youtu.be/Y5593AppZNY?t=4 

https://youtu.be/566cEB2Nbtw?t=1 
History of hymn “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer”:  
      A hymn which gives praise to our Redeemer whose name is the Lord of Hosts is “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer.”       

      The text was written by Julia Bulkley Cady Cory, (1882-1963 daughter of architect J. Cleveland Cady).  Music:Kremser, written by Eduard Kresmer (1838-1914). J. Archer Gibson, the music director at the Brick Presbyterian Church, requested of Julia some new lyrics for the tune which is used with the Dutch Thanksgiving hymn “We Gather Together”.  

      After struggling for two weeks, Julia produced three stanzas.  The first public performance of her hymn was the next Thanksgiving Day. Some thought it was another English translation of the Dutch Thanksgiving hymn but that is not the case. It’s a completely different song, created to be used with the tune of the latter hymn. 
    A month later, Julia’s father wished to use the hymn for a service on Dec. 25 at the Church of the Covenant in New York City, so he asked her to add a fourth stanza.  
     Note: A little about Julia Cory is found in Wordwise link, as well as the account of how she came to add a Christmas stanza to this hymn, later. It alludes to the truth of John 3:16, stating that God sent His son in love for us, and Christ died to save us. Cory later added this 4th stanza for use at Christmas:
        Thy love Thou didst show us, Thine only Son sending,
        Who came as a Babe and Whose bed was a stall,
        His blest life He gave us and then died to save us;
        We praise Thee, O Lord, for Thy gift to us all

History of hymn “Open My Eyes, That I May See”  Pg. 381

    Clara Harriett Fiske Jones Scott (Clara H. Scott Dec. 3, 1841-June 21, 1897) provides us with a hymn of consecration that has been sung for over 100 years. A Midwesterner, she was born in Illinois and died in Iowa. In 1856, Scott attended the first Music Institute held by C.M. Cady in Chicago, Ill. By 1859, she was teaching music at the Ladies' Seminary, Lyons, Iowa. She married Henry Clay Scott in 1861, (they had two daughters, Medora and Mary) and published in 1882 the Royal Anthem Book, the first volume of choir anthems published by a woman. Three collections were issued before her untimely death, when a runaway horse caused a buggy accident in Dubuque, Iowa. The hymn “Open My Eyes That I May See” was inspired by Psalm 119, verse 18 and was written in 1895 two years before her death. Each stanza reveals an increasing receptiveness to the "Spirit divine." Open eyes lead to "glimpses of truth." Open ears lead to "voices of truth." An open mouth leads to sharing the "warm truth everywhere." An open heart leads to sharing “love to thy children.”

     The image of open eyes is common in the Bible. In some cases, this is a sign of Christ's healing power, as when Jesus gave sight to the blind man at the pool of Siloam in John 9. Closed eyes, on the other hand, could be a metaphor for avoiding the truth as in the case of John 12:40 (KJV), a passage following the triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem and beginning his journey to the cross: "He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.” 

     The image of open ears is also significant in the biblical witness. Matthew often reprises the theme "Who hath ears to hear, let him hear." Closed ears become a metaphor for a lack of understanding: "For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. (Matthew 13:15 KJV).

     While the eyes and the ears are receptive organs, the mouth has the capacity to project. The mouth may project "cursing and deceit and fraud" (Psalm 10:7), or it may be an organ that projects praise, as Psalm 51:15 (KJV) urges  us:  "O  Lord,  open  thou my lips; and my mouth shall show forth thy praise.”

History of hymn “Open My Eyes, That I May See”  Pg. 381

   (Continued)

The heart is the only organ included in this hymn that is not visible. It may harbor deceit. Jesus asks in Matthew 9:4 (KJV), "Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?" But Jesus also realized that the heart has the capacity for purity: "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8 KJV). Scott has given us not only a list of organs through which we may receive and project truth and love, but also provides the method in her refrain. 

She wasn’t satisfied to ask God to receive blessings. She also prayed that God would make her a blessing by helping her tell other about what God had revealed to her. Clara understood, and helped countless others to understand, that it is more blessed to give than to receive - and that we, as Christians, are called to share the good news about Jesus.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR SERMON NOTES: Sunday September 25, 2022
Sermon: “Did You Miss Lazarus?”   

Scripture: Luke 16:19-31
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard

 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #38                     September 25, 2022         “Did You Miss Lazarus?”

                                                  Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship: 

L: Let all who would follow Christ gather in worship and praise.
P: Let our hearts sing praises to God for all of the ways we are blessed.
L: Yet let us also see and hear those in need around us, and let us help.
P: For we are not called just to seek and receive blessings from God,
L: But to be God’s blessings to all in need of a healing word today.
ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Almighty God, you who are the source of all truth, wisdom, justice and love, lead us through this day of worship to you.  By the power of your Holy Spirit open our eyes, ears, hearts, and our very lives to your presence so that today we may worship and serve you in faithfulness.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 146:1-10

New Testament: 1Timothy 2:1-7

*Gospel: Luke 16:19-31

Meditation: “Did You Miss Lazarus?”
       I knew a gentleman named Fred, who was always helping people.  He was a wonderful person.  Helping people was his mission in life - to reach out to those that were less fortunate.  He devoted a lot of time to the church, helping to take care of the church property and serving on the Evangelism committee.  But he devoted most of his time to working for the Salvation Army – delivering food to the needy.  At Christmas, he was out delivering Turkeys.  Or he was delivering refrigerators and stoves to those who were without.  When he knew of someone who was in the church who was in need they would mysteriously receive a monetary gift in the mail and he would claim he knew nothing about it.  He didn’t want credit or to be praised. It was just in his heart to help people.  He was a true disciple of Jesus Christ and he was not afraid to speak out about our responsibility as Christians to help others. He often would refer to a gentleman he knew who would ask him, "Well where are all the poor people?  Where are all these people that need your help?"  And Fred used to say, “Just open your eyes, there are people all around you that need your help.  Just open your eyes.”

       Today in our Gospel reading, Jesus speaks about a man, a rich man, who needed to open his eyes.  The opportunity to help someone in need was right at his doorstep, but he didn’t see it as an opportunity or didn’t care. This is a very challenging parable where Jesus contrasts a rich man to a poor man.  It is not meant to teach that it’s a sin to be rich or that all poor people will be saved in the end.  It demonstrates in graphic language about the two opposite extremes in society.  It’s a severe warning, or even scolding, against our complacency when it comes to meeting the needs of others.   

       Seen in this light, Lazarus is an opportunity.  There was a man and an opportunity lying at the rich man's gate.  He practically ignored the man and at the same time allowed the opportunity to pass.  It was only after his earthly life ended that he realized his mistake.  And, of course, then it was too late. While he knew great comforts in life, his eternity was quite different. While Lazarus, the poor beggar, had known a Miserable life, his eternity was bright and dazzling.

       And, so as the question, "Did you miss Lazarus," is asked, it is actually considering whether an opportunity to help was missed.  That help may come by giving spiritually, financially, mentally or emotionally.  It’s amazing the opportunities that almost slap us in the face, but we let them go because we’re too busy or we lack concern.

       Today, I want us to think about some things that can cause us to miss our Lazarus.

I.  The first thing is Selfishness.

       The parable makes it very evident that the rich man was selfish. Jesus didn’t teach that being wealthy was wrong, but he designed the parable to illustrate the danger of the selfish use of wealth.  The sin of the rich man was not in how he acquired his wealth or that he possessed great wealth. He had not breached any moral law that we know.  His sin was living in selfish luxury while one poor beggar was lying at his doorstep without being noticed.

Jesus says the rich man dressed in purple and fine linen lived in luxury every day.  Purple was the color of the expensive outer garment worn by royalty.  Originally, it designated the dye used to manufacture such cloth.  His inner garment was made of fine linen – quite expensive.

        The condition of the rich man was quite different from that of Lazarus. Lazarus was a beggar.  Since he was lying at the rich man's gate, we can assume that he was crippled or made helpless by some disease.  Sores covered his body.  This was a condition not unusual in people who live on a deficient diet and live in unsanitary conditions.

         Lazarus longed to eat what fell from the rich man's table.  Bread served as napkins in these days.  After being used, it was thrown under the table. Lazarus had positioned himself in this place in hopes of getting some of that bread. He was so pitiful and weak that he could not push off the dogs.  Can you imagine lying in the street, crippled with disease, starving, sores all over your body and the only attention to care for you would be the dogs who come to lick your wounds.  How much lower can you get than this?

         What else but selfishness could lead the rich man to turn his eyes from such an opportunity that lay at his own door?  Here was an opportunity for him to share what God had blessed him with.  Here was his chance to use his wealth to help a fellow human being and one of God's children.  His selfishness blinded him to the opportunity.  This would have been an inconvenience for him to stop and help.  There is no other conclusion we can draw.  He had so much that he could not see the one who had so little.

         Many times we let opportunities go by, but usually when one slaps us in the face, we may grab it.   We can see it.  But the rich man did not. We don’t have to be wealthy to be selfish.  We can be poor and be selfish.  We can use our lack to justify not helping others, just as the wealthy can use their wealth to speak in a derogative manner of those who have little.  We have so many chances to speak a kind word, do a kind deed, and in so doing share what being a Christian is all about, but selfishness, being wrapped up in ourselves, in our own little world, can cause us to let these opportunities go by unnoticed.  Someone once said that selfishness is “the greatest curse of the human race."  We sometimes see more caring in animals and birds of the air.

        Take geese for instance.  Scientists have learned that a flock of geese can travel up to 71 percent faster when they fly in the V formation. The goose on the point has the greatest challenge, resulting from the greater wind resistance. So therefore that lead position is rotated every few minutes. This permits the flock to fly long distances without resting. The easiest position is experienced at the two rear sections of the formation. The geese allow the young, weak and old birds to occupy these positions. It is even believed that the honking is an encouragement by the stronger birds to those that are lagging behind.  If a bird becomes too tired or ill and has to abandon the flock, the flock will not abandon him. A healthy bird will follow the ailing bird to the ground and wait with him until he can continue the flight. What a wonderful example of selflessness.

       II.   Another thing that can keep us from seeing Lazarus is not looking at his inner potential.

       The rich man obviously did not give Lazarus the chance to be anything other than what he was, a beggar.  If he had chosen to let go of his selfishness and help Lazarus, Lazarus' life might have been radically different.

       It’s easy for improper attitudes to keep us from seeing the inner potential of people. It is easy to stereotype someone and then use this as an excuse not to help. A classic example of this is the person on welfare. The traditional stereotype is thinking all people on welfare want to be there, that they are lazy and do not want to help themselves. So we use this as a reason not to help. We fail to look at the inner potential of person.

       Yes, there are many on welfare that take advantage of the system, but there are many who really need the help.  There is a story recorded in Acts of Ananias' meeting with Saul, the persecutor of the church. Saul had met the risen Lord on the Damascus Road and had his life transformed.  The experience temporarily blinded him, and he had to be led into the city.  The word of God then went to Ananias, a disciple, telling him to go to Saul.  He was to restore his sight. Ananias did not particularly want to obey.  He had heard of how Saul persecuted Christians and Ananias probably feared for his own life.  Yet, he went after God convinced him that Saul was a chosen instrument.  He never imagined the inner potential of this persecutor of the church.

When we fail to see the inner potential of people when used by God, we can miss our Lazarus

III.  The third thing that can keep us from seeing our Lazarus is not having time for others.

The rich man obviously did not have time for the poor beggar at his gate.  His own lifestyle consumed him.  He had it made.  He probably had everything he wanted in life. He lived in luxury every day.  And he couldn’t help this poor beggar because it would inconvenience him. Having good clothes and good food his goals in life, he enjoyed them immensely.  His life was a closed circle of money, food, clothes, good times, etc.  But he had no time for God and no time for this poor beggar.  He was like the unjust judge in another of Jesus’ parables who ignored the cries of a helpless widow.

         Though he had no time for Lazarus in life, he sure wanted his help after he died. Both men died.  Lazarus went to Abraham's bosom, or heaven, and the rich man went to hell.  Their situations in life were completely reversed in death.  The rich man pleaded with Abraham to let Lazarus come and touch his tongue with some cool water.  He was refused because there was a great chasm that separated them. The rich man had dug this chasm.  What he had not bargained for was that God was on the side of the poor man that he passed by.  By shutting out Lazarus, he had unknowingly shut out God.  He overlooked the opportunity that was right at his door step.

         Jesus teaches that the way we serve him is by serving others, so our goal should be to make time for others. Many people will not listen to our message about God's love until we make time for them.

I suppose each one of us can think of opportunities where we have missed-the Lazarus.  Think for a moment how many times you missed sharing the love of Christ or even inviting someone to church.  Think back over the years to the times when you knew someone who needed your help, but you were too busy. Think of the times when you could have helped the church more, but you were over committed.  Think of those you have failed to help because you were guilty of stereotyping - They were no good. You failed to see their inner potential.

       We can and we do miss opportunities on a regular basis. Selflessness, seeing people's inner potential, and having time for others can and will keep us from missing our Lazarus.  You say I don’t have much time, I don’t have good insight; I need all I have for me.  Stop! 

        I remember years ago when I was sick in bed with the flu and my son was about three.  Every day he would bring me something from the yard to make me feel better.  He brought me a handful of dandelions and put them in a special glass.  And it did cheer me up.  And for days it was something different – a flower, a rock, a stick and each time it made me feel just a little bit better.  He didn’t have the best gifts to give, but he gave what he had to give and they were from his heart.   

       God is asking us to open our eyes, and our heart, and to reach out to the needs of those around us.  No matter how big or small, God uses everything for His glory!

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord God, we praise and worship your holy name.  We ascribe to you the glory and honor that is due to you, for you are our God, you alone are our Creator, redeemer and sustainer of life, and most deserving of our worship.  

We thank you for creating us and for all the blessings of this life, but above all we thank you for sending your Son to be our Savior, washing away all of our sins with His own blood.  Words cannot express the wonder of your love and grace.

Lord we want to surrender to you completely.  To present ourselves as living sacrifices before you each day.  Open our eyes to see you more in the world around us and give us courage to live out our commitment to follow Jesus.  Help us go beyond our borders and discover you in the lowliest.  So many people are suffering from poverty.  God we pray that you will provide for their physical needs as well as their spiritual needs.  We pray for sickness in our world – for those suffering from any form of sickness or ailment.  We ask that you be with them, comfort them, and provide them with peace.  For our world we pray for peace a peace that only you can give.  Hear now our prayers for those named and only known by you in this time of silence. . . With faithful people everywhere we offer ourselves to you through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray. . .  Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Go forth to serve in the strength, love, and presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.
